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Langara 
falls short 
One express B-Line is promised to South Vancouver 
Langara students will play an important role in the upcoming vote 
KELVIN GAWLEY photo
Students attempt to board a bus on 49th Avenue in front of the Langara College campus, despite the “Sorry Bus Full” message.  
DUSTIN GODFREY photo
Other faculty need to borrow Lynn 
Carter’s office on occasion.
By KELVIN GAWLEY
W
ith less than 30 days before 
the transit referendum vot-
ing begins, Langara stu-
dents need to carefully con-
sider their options with campaigns on 
both sides ramping up. 
Advocates have been encouraging 
residents to vote yes for the 0.5 per cent 
sales tax increase which they say will 
increase Canada 
Line and bus ser-
vice in Metro Van-
couver, including 
Langara. Oppo-
nents of the tax in-
crease say transit 
improvements are 
needed, but the tax 
that will be added 
to PST is not the 
way to do it. 
 The 0.5 per cent 
increase would be “the fairest, most re-
gionally equitable funding source” said 
Port Coquitlam Mayor Greg Moore, the 
investment plan sub-committee chair 
of the Mayors’ Council on Regional 
Transportation.
Jordan Bateman, spokesman for the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation, dis-
agrees and said the mayors could set 
aside funds to pay for needed upgrades. 
With the growing population across 
the region, a portion of the resulting 
influx of tax dollars could be set aside 
to pay for essential transit upgrades, 
he said.
“If it really was a regional priority, 
the mayors could fund it without a 
sales tax,” Bateman said. 
Moore countered that there are 
many flaws in Bateman’s analysis. 
With more people living and working 
in the region, more services will be 
needed. 
“We would, in essence, be cutting po-
lice, fire, sewage replacements we need 
[and] upgrades. We need to accommo-
date for a growing population,” Moore 
said.  “So, you’re really robbing Peter 
to pay Paul.”
Many students said they feel transit 
is lacking around Langara campus. 
“It’s crushing when they come by 
and half the time the drivers tell you 
not to even get on the bus,” said Mikey 
Tehara, a first-year Langara nursing 
student, after being left behind by a full 
bus in front of the campus. 
The 10-year plan promises a 25 per 
cent total increase in bus service in 
Metro Vancouver but it has not yet 
specified how routes around Langara 
will be impacted.
Langara communications officer 
Chris Smith said in an email that Lan-
gara or its president and CEO Lane 
Trotter generally do not take sides in 
political debates.
“Dr. Trotter isn’t involved in any ac-
tivities surrounding the referendum, 
and the school has no official position 
on the matter,” Smith said. 
Although the vote is being called a 
referendum it is technically a plebi-
scite since it falls under the South 
Coast British Columbia Transportation 
Authority Act rather than the Referen-
dum Act. 
According to the Mayors’ Council 
website ballots will be sent out March 
16 and must be returned by May 29.
By DUSTIN GODFREY
Cramped offices and limited space may have contributed to Langara College being left off of the 2015 
BC’s Top Employers list.
Canada’s Top 100 Employers recent-
ly released their results for this year’s 
B.C. competition. Although many Met-
ro Vancouver post-secondary schools 
such as UBC, SFU, BCIT and Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University made the list, 
Langara College did not.
Employers were evaluated by edi-
tors of project – run by the Mediacorp 
Canada Inc. – and compared with oth-
ers in common industries based on 
eight criteria. The criteria for evalua-
tion included physical workplace and 
work atmosphere.
“Have you tried finding space 
around here?” Lynn Carter, Langara 
Faculty Association president said, 
laughing. 
 “Our faculty don’t have offices,” 
Carter said. 
She explained how earlier that day 
she had to leave her office to allow one 
of her colleagues, who doesn’t have an 
office, to use hers to see a student pri-
vately. 
 “That’s just ridiculous,” she said. 
The lack of proper office space is one 
concern faculty have when taking next 
year’s budget into consideration. The 
problem, Carter said, resulted mainly 
from funding reductions from the Min-
istry of Advanced Education. 
In an attempt to compensate for the 
cuts, Carter said Langara has been 
looking to other sources of revenue, 
such as the continuing studies pro-
grams and attracting more interna-
tional students. This has resulted in a 
more crowded college and shared fac-
ulty office space. 
“All of that activity means that we all 
have to adjust and adapt to that,” she 
said. 
In a prepared email response, Lang-
ara associate vice-president of human 
resources Dawn Palmer remains posi-
tive. 
If the transit referendum is passed, South Vancouver will be home to one of 11 new express buses. 
The express B-Line bus route prom-
ised in Mayors’ Council on Regional 
Transportation plans would run along 
41st Avenue between Joyce-Colling-
wood Station and UBC campus.
Linda Friesen, a customer service 
clerk at Save-On-Foods on UBC cam-
pus, commutes on the 41 bus. She trav-
els along 41st Avenue between work 
and her home near Main Street. She 
said that she plans on voting “yes” in 
the referendum and looks forward to a 
B-Line on 41st Avenue.
She said when she gets off work she 
just wants to get home.
“That would be awesome for me,” 
Friesen said. “I’m assuming it would be 
a lot faster.”
Jua Shilander, who frequently takes 
the 41 bus, said Vancouver’s transit 
system could use a lot of improvement, 
but not necessarily in this area. 
“I think they’re building new lines 
where I don’t think they need them,” 
Shilander said. “Service on this street 
is okay.”
— By Kelvin Gawley
That 
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See LANGARA FALLS SHORT, page 2
1	 Broadway corridor 
Millennium Line 
extension 
2	 Five additional 
B-Lines 
3	 Upgrades and 
expansion to trains 
and existing  
stations 
4	  Expansion of bus 
services for all-day 
and peak routes
5	 Expansion and 
completion of walk-
ing and bike routes
6	 Investments in bike 
parking at several 
transit stations
Source: mayorscouncil.ca
PLANS 
for city
Vancouver residents have 
mixed feelings about the 
importance of the proposed 
referendum upgrades
Faculty sharing offices, 
but not sharing space on 
list of top B.C. employers
Preparing for the transit vote
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Designer knockoffs..............................................2
First Nations artists in Vancouver are upset with mainstream companies using their traditional designs 
“
News 2
By BAILEY NICHOLSON
The South Vancouver Community Policing Centre is stretching every dollar of grant money it received 
this year to keep crime out of the com-
munity as well as  keep their opera-
tions afloat.
     SVCPC received $50,000 in October 
2014 through a community gaming 
grant issued by the province’s Ministry 
of Finance gaming policy and enforce-
ment branch.
B.C. gaming revenues fund these 
grants annually. In previous years, B.C. 
gaming had issued $30,000 to the cen-
tre, but expensive and mandatory of-
fice relocation caused executive direc-
tor Adrien Balazs to ask for more 
money this time around.
 “We were really grappling and look-
ing to see where we could raise the nec-
essary funds,” Balazs said. “Without it, 
I don’t know how we would be able to 
exist.” 
 The lease agreement for SVCPC ex-
pired at the end of 2014 at their last lo-
cation, and renewal wasn’t permitted. 
The centre has moved three blocks 
down to 5435 Victoria Drive, but with 
an annual rent increase of $30,000 and 
moving costs to compensate for. 
   “I did ask that they be more gener-
ous this year, but that doesn’t mean 
that we can make ends meet,” Balazs 
said. 
     The grant money is also being put 
toward community outreach educa-
tion, patrol programs, road safety, vic-
tim and information services, staff sal-
aries and supplies necessary for the 
centre to successfully operate.
     For 2014 , grants were provided to 
464 other Vancouver community pro-
grams.     
Recipients include the West End-
Coal Harbour Community Policing 
Centre, which also struggles to survive 
on less grant money with high rent and 
rising operational costs, according to 
executive director Aleya Trott. Despite 
this, Trott said she believes B.C. gam-
ing does consider public safety organi-
zations a priority.    
 “There aren’t a lot of funders out 
there that allow for that overhead cost 
in public safety,” Trott said.
 Representatives from the gaming 
policy and enforcement branch de-
clined to comment on grant funding.
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Stores copy authentic designs
First Nations artists are offended by the mainstreaming of their art
By ANNA DIMOFF
F
rom Navajo hipsters to name-
brand Cowichan sweaters, First 
Nations imagery is going main-
stream in a way that is causing 
the  authentic creators of these prod-
ucts to feel overlooked.   
Many clothing stores, such as Ur-
ban Outfitters and Forever 21 have 
recently used indigenous designs in 
their products. These retailers sell 
the pieces at a fraction of the price of 
the authentic wear, making it difficult 
for local artists to market their cre-
ations and be taken seriously. 
Audrey Siegl, a prominent voice for 
aboriginal communities including 
South Vancouver’s Musqueam First 
Nation, said she sees Cowichan-style 
sweaters mass-produced by Aritzia’s 
in-house brand TNA as a “misrepre-
sentation” of her culture. Aritzia calls 
it a “Sea-To-Sky Sweater” that is “in-
spired by Northwest Coast knits.” 
“To think that [a sweater] could be 
plugged into a machine in order to 
recreate it,” Siegl said. “It’s offensive 
on every level possible.”
According to Darcy Coon, a local 
native artist who has been a wood 
carver for 18 years, it’s not just the 
monetary value that is altered, but 
the images’ meanings are negatively 
affected as well.
Coon said he feels that the worth 
behind his craftsmanship is over-
looked, as is the case for many First 
Nations artists. 
Siegl also had similar thoughts, re-
flecting on when her grandmother 
would knit sweaters to feed the fami-
ly.
“I think the value of these items is 
determined by the majority of society 
from the outside,” said Siegl, who be-
lieves that market value does not re-
flect the cultural significance of First 
Nations designs.
  “The way things are today, the 
carver will automatically accept [the 
money], because who knows how 
long he thinks he’ll hang on to his art 
for,” said Murphy George, an artist of 
the Saik’uz First Nation. He explained 
that he avoids selling to galleries for 
this reason.
The website Authentic Indigenous 
encourages “the positive community 
impact of buying authentic Indige-
nous art and craft.” It supports local 
artists by helping them promote their 
art through the Authentic Indigenous 
label. 
“If you want to use something like 
that you need to speak to the people 
who rightfully, for lack of a better 
word, own those cultures, live those 
cultures, are those cultures,” Siegl 
said.
South Van cannabis dis-
pensary offers members a 
unique deal on marijuana
By REBECCA PHAIR
One free gram of marijuana sets Er-bachay Health Centers apart from other dispensaries in Vancouver.
Eden Medicinal Society and Canna 
Farmacy, formerly known as Pacifc 
CannaMed, are cannabis dispensaries 
located just steps away from each other 
in the Marpole area. Although they 
share a mission to provide quality can-
nabis to eligible patients, business is 
becoming increasingly competitive 
with the opening of Erbachay, also on 
the Granville block.
“It’s a competitive business no mat-
ter where you go. 
You have to know 
your buyers and 
your market,” said 
Darcy Delainey, 
owner of Erbachay.
E r b a c h a y ’ s 
unique promotion 
includes a free 
gram of “Purple 
Kush” marijuana 
with every $30 pur-
chase. Delainey in-
troduced the deal 
to show buyers 
that his clinic is 
unlike others. 
Eden and Canna 
Farmacy both have 
sales on certain 
strains of marijua-
na, though neither 
one offers advertised deals.
“It’s all an effort to reduce the stigma 
around medicinal marijuana,” Delain-
ey said.
Secrecy and discretion is the philos-
ophy at most dispensaries, which, ac-
cording to Delainey, perpetuates the 
bad reputation given to purchasing 
medical marijuana.
After spending months visiting 
countless cannabis clinics around Van-
couver, Delainey opened his own clinic, 
designing every detail to be unique. 
Both Eden and Canna Farmacy keep 
their weed behind a series of doors. By 
contrast, Erbachay keeps it at the front.
“If people can’t see what you’re do-
ing they wont trust what you’re doing,” 
Delainey said.
But not everyone believes complete 
transparency is the best way to reduce 
the stigma, said Justin Rolfe, a Canna 
Farmacy employee. “We aren’t hiding 
behind walls, we are just being respect-
ful to the people who disagree with 
what we do.” 
ANNA DIMOFF photo
Aboriginal artist Darcy Coon carves a paddle in Gastown, where he sells his art to passersby.
While space continues to be an issue 
for faculty, Palmer pointed to numer-
ous amenities and initiatives the col-
lege provides for faculty such as a well-
ness promotion program and emphasis 
on a respectful workplace.
 “One of the college’s strategic priori-
ties is employee sustainability,” said 
Palmer. “We continually look for ways 
to enhance our employee programs.”
She said Langara’s administration is 
proud of the application submitted to 
Canada’s Top 100 Employers. 
“Even though we were not selected 
for the B.C. list, we are thrilled and 
honoured to have been shortlisted for 
the national competition,” she said, 
adding they will apply again in future.
For now, the focus is on enhancing pro-
grams to “continue providing a posi-
tive, healthy, inspiring working envi-
ronment for all our valuable 
employees.”
Langara falls short
Continued from page 1
Free weed 
promotion 
$50,000 gaming grant to South Van policing centre 
South Vancouver’s policing centre uses every dollar of extra grant money to try and make ends meet 
	 B.C. gaming gave 
SVCPC  $30,000 
as grant money in 
previous years 
	 In October 2014, 
B.C. gaming gave 
the centre an extra 
$20,000 to cover 
rent increases and 
moving costs
  The grant money 
will also go toward 
commu-
nity outreach, road 
safety, and patrol 
programs
IN BRIEF
“If people 
can’t see 
what 
you’re do-
ing they 
won’t 
trust what 
you’re do-
ing
DARCY DELAINEY 
ERBACHAY OWNER
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Nursing seeks accreditation 
JULIA WICKHAM photo
Jen Ko, a Langara College nursing lab demonstrator, shows how to use a human simulator in the Nursing Simulation Centre.
By JULIA WICKHAM
T
he association that has the pow-
er to accredit Langara College’s 
nursing program will be visiting 
the college this week to evaluate 
the program.
If accredited by the Canadian Asso-
ciation of Schools of Nursing (CASN), 
graduating Langara nursing students 
will be more appealing to universities 
that offer nursing master’s degree pro-
grams instead of needing to take up-
grading courses.
“Three site reviewers, all nurse edu-
cators from post-secondary institu-
tions from across the country will be 
on site all week,” said Janine Lennox, 
nursing department chair. They will be 
reviewing all aspects of the bachelor of 
science in nursing, nursing transition 
program and post degree diploma in 
nursing practice in Canada, Lennox 
said.
The representatives will be touring 
the campus as well as visiting support-
ing departments and interviewing both 
students and faculty. One of their main 
stops will be the Nursing Simulation 
Centre, where students use human 
simulators to practice their skills.
The nursing program hasn’t been ac-
credited since the program was part of 
the collaborative curriculum in B.C., a 
curriculum that was shared amongst 
many post-secondary institutions. The 
program now offers the bachelor of sci-
ence in nursing curriculum indepen-
dently. The new curriculum includes a 
closer look at global health, aboriginal 
health care and community and mental 
health practices, said Lennox.
Cassandra Goh, who is working to be 
accepted into the nursing program by 
January 2016, thinks that accreditation 
will gather more interest from poten-
tial nursing students.
“I think it is a fairly big deal and it 
definitely adds something more to the 
already appealing program,” said Goh.
Lennox agreed that the accreditation 
could make the program more attrac-
tive.
 “It is possible that the program will 
attract more students with CASN ac-
creditation but we already currently 
receive more applications than there 
are seats,” Lennox said. “Successful ac-
creditation is a mark of excellence in 
nursing education.”
Students feel that accreditation of 
the nursing program will help them af-
ter graduation. 
“It’s important to be at a school 
where a nursing degree counts,” said 
nursing student, Jesse Sparks.
Representatives from Canada’s governing body on nursing educa-
tion will be visiting Langara to evaluate its three nursing programs
“
Successful 
accredita-
tion is a 
mark of 
excellence 
in nursing 
education
JANINE LENNOX
NURSING 
DEPARTMENT 
CHAIR
Paper dresses moving into mall
By TONY SU
The paper dresses that have caught students’ eyes next to Langara Col-lege’s Students’ Union Building 
have disappeared, but will resurface at 
Oakridge Centre on March 3.
The dresses were made by first-year 
students in the design formation pro-
gram to gain experience in making 
props that are used in places like store-
front windows. 
“We’re building props for window 
displays, store interior and themes for 
special events,” said Kevin Smith, the 
design formation instructor at 
 Langara. 
Smith said he doesn’t want people to 
think the class is about fashion, but 
about making displays in general.
This will be the second year that 
Oakridge Centre will display the dress 
projects.
“We’re looking to make a bigger 
splash this year,” said Erica McIntosh, 
marketing coordinator for Oakridge 
Centre. 
Following the success of the show-
case last year, Oakridge Centre’s man-
agement contacted Smith to bring 
more dresses this year. 
Aline Rocha, a design formation stu-
dent, modelled her dress off of a Prada 
design with a 1920s dress inspired by 
The Great Gatsby. The making of the 
dress was not an easy task, she said. 
Students were not shown in detail how 
to piece together the dress because 
they were meant to learn it on the fly.
“I didn’t expect how hard it would be 
to fit paper onto the body, because it 
doesn’t curve like fabric,” Rocha said. 
“I [like] the look of it, as far as we could 
take our ability with paper.”
She was also limited in what she 
could use to assemble the dress: paper, 
glue and tape. 
The showcase at Oakridge Centre 
will allow students to show off what 
they have learned in the program to a 
broader audience.
“It’s a good chance for us to show ev-
eryone what we’re doing and be proud 
of what we’ve done,” said Rebecca De-
larue, a design formation student. 
Students’ projects to be 
displayed at Oakridge
TONY SU photo
Aline Rocha’s 
paper dress.
Bullying still 
exists after 
high school
With Langara set to host 
Pink Shirt Day events, 
staff say bullying is still a 
real issue in the post-sec-
ondary environment
By TANYA COMMISSO
As Langara College gears up for Pink Shirt Day on Feb. 25, the school’s administration is empha-
sizing that peer bullying and harass-
ment still affect students beyond the 
elementary and secondary levels. 
The Langara Students’ Union part-
nered with the college’s Office for Stu-
dent Engagement to hold its third an-
nual Pink Shirt Day event. The 
three-day fair from Feb. 23 to Feb. 25 
will promote bullying awareness and 
will feature inspira-
tional, self-esteem 
boosting activities. 
The distinction 
between anti-bully-
ing and bullying 
awareness is key, 
according to student 
engagement pro-
grams coordinator 
Reba Noel, who be-
lieves bullying be-
comes subtler, but 
not non-existent, at 
the college level. 
“At post-second-
ary, students aren’t 
beating each other 
down for their lunch 
money or getting 
shoved into a lock-
er,” Noel said. “But I 
think as people be-
come more mature 
and astute, the bullying becomes the 
same.” 
Michele Bowers, chair of Langara’s 
counselling department, said most stu-
dents who seek counselling have a his-
tory with bullying. She considers Pink 
Shirt Day a relevant event, regardless 
of the institution or age group. 
“Many of the kids who were bullied 
or who bullied others in grade school 
or high school now find themselves in 
post-secondary,” Bowers said. “These 
behaviours and the injuries from these 
behaviours do not 
magically stop 
once students 
reach post-second-
ary.”
Though Bowers 
finds the student 
code of conduct 
around bullying 
and harassment to 
be adequate, the 
Office of Student 
Conduct and Judi-
cial Affairs at Lan-
gara was unavailable for an interview 
to discuss the current code in place. 
The document describes bullying and 
harassment as any aggressive or un-
welcome behaviour meant to hurt or 
cause discomfort to another person. 
With a full roster of student volun-
teers, involvement in this year’s event 
seems to indicate a strong sense of 
support, said Noel.
“The fact that [students] are eager 
and willing to volunteer without a 
whole lot of solicitation shows us, I 
hate to say that we’re winning, but that 
we’re making a difference,” Noel said.
1	 Physical
 A person or their 
property is damged
2	 Verbal
 A person’s feelings 
are hurt through 
insults
3	 Social
  A person is 
shunned or ex-
cluded from groups
4	 Cyberbullying
 A form of verbal 
or social bullying 
using technology
Source: Newfoundland Labrador 
Department of Education 	
BULLYING
what is it?
REBA NOEL
Student engage-
ment programs 
coordinator
See langara.ca for exclusive video
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Director and choreographer of ‘Glory’, Shay Kuebler (front) rehearses at the Norman Rothstein Theatre with his dance troupe. 
From left to right, Tyler Layton-Olson, Rebecca Margolick, Hayden Fong, Nicholas Lydiate and Lexi Vajda.
Performance arts festival dazzles audiences with cultural diversity
Giving it a little Chutzpah! 
Production of Pride and 
Prejudice uses continuous 
action and quick staging 
to move the story along
Glass house exhibit com-
memorates little-known 
Holocaust hero for his role 
in saving Hungarian Jews 
“If you 
don’t get 
the image 
we were 
trying to 
portray, 
that’s not a 
bad thing. 
It’s about 
your inter-
pretation
HAYDEN FONG
‘GLORY’ DANCER
NANCY CALDWELL photo
Chelsea Turner and Gavin LeClaire heat things up in 
their roles as Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy.
By MONA BUTLER
The Metropolitan Theatre Coopera-tive Society is running a uniquely modern staging of Jane Austen’s 
classic novel, Pride and Prejudice.
While audiences familiar with the 
novel might expect a subdued period 
piece, director Joan Bryans explained 
that the production is stylized to suit 
the attention span of a contemporary 
audience. 
“It’s very technically modern,” said 
Bryans. What sets this production 
apart from other stage adaptations is 
how fast-paced it is, she said. The play 
moves its characters through eight dif-
ferent settings with no blackouts, mak-
ing the action more continuous. 
“It moves along much faster, like a 
film,” Bryans said.
Chelsea Turner plays Elizabeth Ben-
net, the main character. Turner said 
she has had to be more conscious 
about how she carries herself on stage 
and has done online research to learn 
the mannerisms of women in Georgian 
England. 
 “A woman then would not stand like a woman now. It’s a matter of re-training the body,” she said. 
Historical accuracy was not the only 
consideration for the actors in their 
preparation for the play. Bryans also 
wanted to make sure the play was true 
to the book, as far as the character’s 
dialogue was concerned. 
“Each actor had to read the novel in 
order to know why they say what they 
say,” according to Bryans. This provid-
ed the actors with context behind what 
they are doing and saying on stage.
Pride and Prejudice opened at the 
Metro Theatre on Feb. 14, and will run 
until March 7.
By BAILEY NICHOLSON
T
he Chutzpah! Festival will cele-
brate its 15th anniversary this 
year and promises to be packed 
with local and international tal-
ent from all corners of the world.
      The festival is a celebration of 
cultural diversity through perfor-
mance art-dance, comedy, theatre, and 
music. In order to reach a variety of 
audiences, Chutzpah! is expanding this 
year beyond its usual home at the Nor-
man Rothstein Theatre to include ad-
ditional Vancouver locations.
Alison Klein, the president of the 
Langara Jewish Student Association, is 
a long-time attendee of the festival. She 
said that it brings all Vancouverites to-
gether, regardless of their background. 
 “It showcases different cultures that 
are here, and cultures from around the 
world. It showcases local people, but 
also the people who haven’t been here 
too long, and it brings home to them,” 
she said. 
      The opportunity to see rare for-
eign performances up close is a big 
draw for many international people in 
Canada, said Klein. Her personal fa-
vourite show in recent years was an 
Israeli rap group whose name trans-
lates to “the fish snake”. 
    A definite must-see show this year, 
according to artistic and managing di-
rector Mary-Louise Albert, is Maria 
Kong’s BACKSTAGE. The 19+ rated 
performance features an Israeli dance 
team and live rock music. 
Described on the festival’s website 
as “a magical journey into life at sea – 
intoxicated by sirens, roused by pirates 
and immersed in the tumultuous flow 
of life on the merry waves,” Albert said 
it is a highly anticipated addition to the 
festival. 
Chutzpah! will also feature locally 
based performances that address im-
portant social concepts. 
Glory features six Vancouver danc-
ers and infuses elements of martial 
arts with hip-hop in a contemporary 
piece that raises questions about glori-
fication of violence in the media.
Within the festival’s 17 performanc-
es, First Nations, Ethiopian, French, 
American, Israeli, Muslim and Arab 
cultures are displayed. 
“It’s important to show people new 
ideas,” said Glory dancer Hayden Fong, 
who said he believes audiences don’t 
need to fully understand an artistic 
performance to appreciate it.
 “If you don’t get the image we were 
trying to portray, that’s not a bad thing. 
It’s [about] your interpretation of what 
you see on stage.”
Chutzpah! runs from Feb. 19 to 
March 15. 
By OWEN MUNRO
An exhibit currently on loan from the Carl Lutz Foundation in Buda-pest, Hungary has become a bea-
con of understanding for Vancouver 
residents who want to learn more 
about the Holocaust. 
Carl Lutz and the Legendary Glass 
House in Budapest is a teaching exhibit 
at the Vancouver Holocaust Education 
Centre (VHEC) that is focused around 
Lutz, a Swiss diplomat who saved 
62,000 Jews during the Nazi occupation 
of Hungary. The exhibit, originally 
scheduled for display until Feb. 20, was 
extended until March 13 to accommo-
date the high volume of school book-
ings. 
The centre’s ed-
ucational director, 
Adara Goldberg, 
said she thinks the 
exhibit has gotten 
extra attention be-
cause of the recent 
70th anniversary 
of the Nazi inva-
sion of Hungary 
and the Jan. 27 In-
ternational Holo-
caust Remem-
brance Day. 
“ H u n g a r i a n 
Jews were the last 
European-Jewish population to be tar-
geted by the Nazis,” Goldberg said. “It 
is a significant moment in the history 
of the Holocaust.” 
Goldberg said that Lutz set up 76 
safe houses in and around Budapest, 
but the Glass House was the most rec-
ognized. 
“He had a clear sense of right and 
wrong which is difficult to teach,” 
Goldberg said. “It’s 
often innate to a 
person.” 
“It’s not so much 
about Carl Lutz 
and the Glass 
House,” Goldberg 
explained. “It’s 
also looking at the 
experience of Hun-
garian Jews dur-
ing the Holocaust 
holistically.” 
Hillel BC, a Jew-
ish student organi-
zation that serves 
several B.C. post-
secondary schools, 
has partnered with 
the VHEC in the 
past to provide 
teaching exhibits. 
Jordan Stenzler, 
an outreach coor-
dinator with Hillel 
BC, visited the ex-
hibit and said he 
was interested to 
find out the extent 
of Lutz’ contribu-
tion in saving Hun-
garian Jews.
Stenzler com-
mented on the fact 
that Raoul Wallen-
berg has a day 
named after him 
for saving lives during the Holocaust, 
yet Lutz Is still relatively unknown.
“Lutz deserves a lot more recogni-
tion,” Stenzler said. 
Admission to the exhibit is by dona-
tion.
ADARA GOLDBERG
Director of educa-
tion, Vancouver 
Holocaust Educa-
tion Centre.
(Photo submitted)
Holocaust
heroism
on display
Fast-paced play defies prejudice
	 In May, 1941  there 
were approx.      
861, 000 Jews in 
Hungary
	 Of those, 184, 000 
lived in Budapest
	 Jews made up   
15.8 % of the popu-
lation of Budapest
	 By 1945, only     
255, 000 Jews 
were estimated to 
have survived
  That is a meagre 
29.6% survival rate 
of Hungarian Jews
  Lutz used his diplo-
matic status to help 
save 62,000 Jews 
in Budapest
  Of those, 3,000 
found refuge in 
Lutz’ Glass House
LUTZ
legacy
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Running technique promotes awareness and helps prevent injury
Your phone communica-
tion style can make or 
break your relationship
By JOCELYN ASPA
Texting during the early days of dat-ing can be unnerving – from how long it takes to receive a text to fig-
uring out the intended tone. Once in an 
established relationship, texting can 
enhance communication. 
One couple at Langara was able to 
transition from texting tension to SMS 
serenity.
General arts student Heather Prost 
lives and goes to school with her boy-
friend, Duncan Parizeau. Prost said she 
doesn’t worry about tone or how long 
they go in between communication, but 
they do text throughout the day.  
“Now that we’ve been dating for a 
while and live together, I don’t really 
mistake anything that he says,” said 
Prost.
Dating and relationship expert 
Deanna Cobden agreed. “Texting if 
you’re in a relationship can be really 
good, but if you’re not in a relationship 
it can be stressful. It creates a lot of 
anxiety, drama and reading into things, 
like why they’re not replying.”
Prost said before becoming serious, 
it was easier to worry about response 
time or misinterpret messages. 
“You can’t really hear the tone of a 
person’s voice through their words,” 
she said.
Frequently tex-
ting with her boy-
friend is convenient, 
according to Prost, 
because it allows 
them to figure out 
who needs to start 
dinner or if they 
have plans, but 
things like good or 
bad news shouldn’t 
be texted.
“If something big 
happened, I would 
want to tell him in 
person,” said Prost. 
“Day-to-day things 
like getting an A on 
an exam or a comment somebody made 
in class – I think that’s acceptable to 
say via text.”
Registered psychologist Beverley 
Kort agreed that texting helps couples 
to stay in touch throughout the day, but 
texting also comes with a caveat. 
“It increases the need to report and 
self-reflect,” said Kort. “As if when you 
are not in constant touch, you are out of 
touch rather than living life.” 
There is also a plus side to texting. 
Using texts to make arrangements and 
send short affectionate messages are 
“positive things that will enhance your 
relationship,” Kort said.
By ETHAN REYES
 
L
angara Run Club members pre-
paring for the Vancouver Sun Run 
hope to improve their running ex-
perience, thanks to a wellness 
practice with roots in an Asian martial 
art. 
Despite resembling the average run-
ner, ChiRunning practitioners employ 
techniques derived from tai chi. Chi-
Running’s promotion of mindfulness 
helps runners become more aware of 
their bodies, thereby reducing injury.
Last year, ChiRunning instructor 
Angela James hosted a workshop at 
Langara. A former Langara nursing 
student, James ran her first marathon 
in 1996 at age 40. Years later in Califor-
nia, James discovered a ChiRunning 
book at the airport. In 2007, she took a 
workshop with Danny Dreyer, the dis-
cipline’s founder, and two years later 
she became the first certified senior 
level ChiRunning instructor in Vancou-
ver.
Among those attending last year’s 
workshop was current Langara Run 
Club president, Raquel Espinoza. 
According to Espinoza, the work-
shop was very informative. Since then, 
she and other members have become 
much more in tune with their bodies – 
something that James says is crucial to 
remaining injury-free. 
“It was pretty surprising how many 
people weren’t running efficiently,” 
said Espinoza.
As a health sciences student and 
president of a club with more than 100 
members, avoiding injury is a priority 
for both her fellow runners and herself. 
Espinoza suffers from familial hy-
percholesterolemia. The condition 
leads to high cholesterol, but can be 
managed by regular exercise, which 
hinges on Espinoza remaining unin-
jured.
“It would be really interesting to 
look into it and bring her back,” said 
Espinoza about James.
Trailside Physio’s physical therapist 
Antonio Zenone said, “If ChiRunning 
has been proven by research to help 
prevent injury, I would for sure endorse 
it.” According to Zenone, the alignment 
aspect of ChiRunning is integral to 
physiotherapy. 
Espinoza, who has not suffered any 
injuries since James’ workshop, uses 
the skills she learned from James ev-
ery time she laces up her running 
shoes.
“When I start running I think about 
what I’m doing,” said Espinoza. “The 
workshop teaches you how to run.”
Langara student and certified chef will show students how to prepare easy and nutritious meals
ETHAN REYES photo
Vancouver offers numerous individual and group training options, programs and workshops for Vancouver running enthusiasts. 
To text or 
not to text 
your date 
By XIAO XU 
March is nutrition month and health sciences student Ilan Wright wants to help Langara 
get healthy.
Wright has been a chef for ten years. 
The gap he noticed between people’s 
cooking and healthy eating habits mo-
tivated him to establish a wellness fair 
at Langara.
Several wellness workshops, includ-
ing a cooking demonstration by Wright, 
will be held on March 11. Wright and 
his team will lead the fair on March 12.
“I’ll be teaching a cooking demon-
stration or two, really getting people 
more engaged and learning how to 
cook fun, flavorful food that’s very easy 
and also not expensive,” said Wright.
The wellness team includes Langara 
bachelors of business administration 
students Eyren Uggenti, Alexis Paquet, 
Keegan Wong, Timothy Lee and James 
Glassford.
Wright has invited specialists such 
as dietitians and holistic coaches to 
share their knowledge at the event and 
he hopes the fair will “bring knowledge 
to the students, faculty and the whole 
community at Langara.”
Wright said he really wants students 
to be involved and has asked some Lan-
gara clubs to participate in the event.
Langara Kendo Club, Langara Run 
Club, Oxfam Club and Power to Change 
club will all attend the event. Some off-
campus groups and organizations such 
as Vancouver Coastal Health and Libra 
Nutrition will also set up a booth.
According to nutrition and food ser-
vice instructor Janet LePatourel, 
“Healthy eating comes down to spread-
ing your intake out over the day — eat-
ing within one to two hours of waking 
and every three to six hours after that 
during your waking hours.”
For an easy way to know if food is 
healthy, LePatourel uses In Defense of 
Food: An Eater’s Manifesto author Mi-
chael Pollan’s suggestion: “What your 
grandmother or great grandmother 
would recognize as food.”
National Nutrition Month is an edu-
cational campaign created by the Acad-
emy of Nutrition and Dietetics to en-
courage healthy eating and physical 
activity habits.
“Pretty surprising 
how many 
people 
weren’t 
running 
efficiently
RAQUEL ESPINOZA 
Langara Run 
Club president
Left: Langara student Ilan Wright will lead a wellness 
fair at Langara next month.
Right: Healthy eating options can be easy to make. 
Chi your way clear of injury
DO send
	 Positive messages
	 Plan arrangements
	 Jokes
Be direct and normal
DON’T send
	 Emotional rants
	 Serious issues
	 Every minute
Don’t overdo “lol” or “!!”
TEXTING
tips
Upcoming fair at Langara highlights healthy fare
XIAO XU photo ILAN WRIGHT photos
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When it comes to bullying, none of us has a clean slate. Most of us have either 
bullied someone, or have supported 
a bully in his mission by turning our 
backs to the situation. 
The surge of social media has 
nurtured the growth of bullying and 
taken this real-world problem into 
the virtual sphere. Now, all the 
closeted bullies can easily come out 
online and bully their targets 
without any fear.
What’s worse about cyberbullying 
is that there’s no escape from it. 
One cannot take a detour to avoid 
the bully standing in the corridor in 
the virtual world. 
Deleting all social media is really 
not an option because even if you 
don’t see it, countless others have 
and will.
If someone says that cyberbully-
ing is a teenage problem, they 
cannot be more wrong.
It’s not just teenagers who 
experience bullying. In every sphere 
and age group there is a legion of 
bullies and cyberbullies who draw 
pleasure from inflicting mental 
torture on others.
While cyberbullying in adoles-
cents is being addressed, there are 
only a handful who are giving a 
voice to the problem at workplaces.
According to Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research, 40 per cent of 
workers in the country experience 
bullying on a weekly basis.
The problem lies in the fine line 
between bullying and freedom of 
expression, when it comes to 
workplace interaction.
What could be the right to free 
speech for someone, can be easily 
deemed offensive by others.
So, who is to decide what is 
workplace bullying and what is an 
individual’s right to free speech?
Moreover, glorification of the 
word ‘professionalism’ in the 
corporate world, has also contrib-
uted to the prevalence of bullying in 
the workplace.
Whenever the bullied try to raise 
a voice against bullies at the 
workplace, whispers of ‘profession-
alism’ are sure to 
hush them.
Though there 
are guidelines 
and policies 
regarding 
employee 
conduct, they 
seem to be not 
enough in 
stopping bullish 
behavior.
The only way 
to tackle such a 
wide-spread problem is to raise 
awareness among all age-groups 
and increase the implementation of 
preventive measures. 
THE VOICE, THURSDAY, FEB. 19, 2015 EDITOR SABLEEN MINHAS
We want to hear from you
Did we get a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve said?
Let us know.
Journalism instructor 
Erica Bulman oversees 
The Voice. Email her at 
ebulman@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.
Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.
We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.
HOW TO REACH US
PHONE
604-323-5396
FAX
604-323-5398
E-MAIL
thevoice@langara.bc.ca
DROP-IN
Room A226
Langara College 
There is a mailbox at 
the entrance to the 
journalism rooms. 
SNAIL MAIL
The Voice
100 West 49th Ave.
Vancouver, B.C.
V5Y 2Z6
WEBSITE
www.langaravoice.com
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builds false
perception
OPINION
SABLEEN MINHAS
Relationships are tricky. Add the use of technology and you are bound to come across some 
miscommunication. 
Nowadays, whether you meet on 
Tinder or through friends, many, if 
not most, couples are using their 
smartphones to get to know one 
another. 
Don’t get me wrong. Getting to 
know someone via text or Facebook 
is really great, but it often lacks that 
organic experience of doing things 
in real life. 
You miss out on the element of 
genuine human connection and 
can’t properly build chemistry.
That being said, a good idea when 
meeting someone online is to meet 
him or her in person right away. 
The longer you wait, the higher 
your expectation of them will be and 
you may be disappointed when you 
finally interact with them in the 
flesh.
Smartphones make it so easy to 
be in constant communication with 
someone.
Being able to inform them of 
everything that you’re doing lacks 
intrigue - and when you see them at 
the end of the day, you may find that 
there’s nothing left to talk about.
When commu-
nicating via text, 
it’s easy to create 
an image for 
yourself. You can 
spend time 
crafting a 
perfectly worded 
response instead 
of saying the first 
thing that comes 
to mind. It’s 
common to 
misinterpret the 
tone that you are 
intending.
The idea of 
“text dating” or 
“dexting” may 
sound appealing, 
but in all honesty, 
we’re missing 
out. Sitting 
around, glued to 
our phones, 
waiting for that 
next message is 
not only dis-
abling, but also 
exhausting.
But who can blame us?When a 
hook-up is no further than a swipe 
away, we get lazy. Romantic ges-
tures have gone from handing 
someone flowers to sending them a 
bouquet of emojis. 
We have to put the phone down 
and start living.
ANNA DIMOFF and MICHAEL LYLYK comic
While few enjoy paying taxes, most of us recognize the importance of them in 
building and improving infrastruc-
ture. 
Unfortunately, that isn’t necessar-
ily so with organizations, like the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
which is opposing the transit 
plebiscite.
It’s easy to get lost in the anti-tax 
rhetoric and think that the govern-
ment is taking money from our 
pockets. This is especially true when 
the opposing side compares the 
projected annual tax contribution 
per household to what that money 
could buy otherwise, like a trip to 
Whistler.
The amount disputed between the 
‘Yes’ and ‘No’ sides is $125 and $258 
respectively.
Those claims, however, are based 
on the idea that without this tax, we 
would all be saving up to $5 per 
week to go on a trip, and not spend 
it on another beer at the Students’ 
Union Building 
after class, for 
example.
Perhaps the 
biggest argument 
against the tax is 
the notoriously 
wasteful spend-
ing by TransLink, 
which hardly 
holds as a 
relevant reason.
This certainly 
is an issue, and 
one that should be tackled sooner 
rather than later. But it is important 
to note that the list of waste and 
redundancies, including the recent 
news that the organization is paying 
two CEOs salaries, don’t sum up 
even close to the projected $250 
million of annual revenue from the 
tax. 
Students should absolutely be 
demanding better service. 
With the length of the line-ups for 
the 49 bus during rush hour, a good 
solution would be introducing a 
B-Line along 41st Avenue, funded by 
that tax increase, which could 
remedy some of the students’ 
problems with transit.
Of course we should be concerned 
about the way TransLink spends 
money, and certainly any frugality 
on TransLink’s part can help reduce 
the tax amount, but it won’t cover 
the costs necessary to expand the 
transit system.
A fairly small tax increase of 0.5 
percentage points, however, could be 
beneficial.
OPINION
DUSTIN GODFREY
“A good 
idea when 
meeting 
someone 
online is to 
meet him 
or her in 
person, 
right away
OPINION
JULIA WICKHAM
Social media fosters bullies
Tax increase can help improve transit
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Oh, how merrily we all roll along 
Whether it’s one, two, four or even six wheels, transportation is a real trip at Langara
1	 A Vess cola from 
the dollar store 
2	 A sour key candy 
from the conve-
nience store
3	 Three sticky notes 
at the Langara 
Bookstore 
	
35 CENTS 
cheap thrills 
“All in all 
we would 
like to see 
single oc-
cupancy 
traffic 
continue to 
decrease 
on campus
RAYMOND YEUNG
 
LANGARA’S 
FACILITIES 
SERVICES 
COORDINATOR
Ready, 
set, go!
And they’re off: The Voice 
transit challenge checks 
out which is fastest: car, 
bus or bicycle
MICHAEL LYLYK photo
Unicycle parked at a campus rack.
Driving 
costly but 
cushy
Driving to school remains 
popular even as carpool-
ing and car share partici-
pation wanes
ALEXANDER HOEGLER photo
Convenience store bulk candy costs 
just a few cents.
By JOCELYN ASPA AND OWEN MUNRO
W
ith the proposed transit tax 
and transit improvement 
plan in mind, Langara Col-
lege journalism students 
staged a challenge to find out which is 
the fastest way to get to school: car, bi-
cycle or transit?
The starting point was Knight Street 
and 49th Avenue. The time was 7:45 
a.m. for three challengers: Bryan Mc 
Govern travelling by bus, Sara Rabey 
by car and Anna Dimoff on bicycle.
Mc Govern, bus challenger, started 
waiting at his stop at 7:45 a.m. The bus 
was crowded and Mc Govern didn’t 
score a seat but since there are only 
two stops between Knight Street and 
Langara, it wasn’t long before he could 
get out of the bus and walk to class. 
For Mc Govern, the total time from 
waiting for the bus to arriving in class 
was 13 minutes and 10 seconds.
Rabey, car challenger, had to travel 
through five lights, and was stopped at 
two: Fraser and Main Streets. Traffic 
was light so she made it to the Langara 
College library parking lot in five min-
utes. It was early and there were plenty 
of spaces. Paying for parking and walk-
ing to class took another seven min-
utes. 
For Rabey, in the car, door-to-door 
travel time was 12 minutes.   
  Dimoff, bike challenger, got on her 
bike at 49th Avenue and rode down to 
45th because it’s a bike route.  She had 
to stop at two lights: Fraser and Main 
Streets.  She crossed at 49th Avenue. It 
took just minutes to lock up the bike 
and get to class.
Dimoff, on the bike, had a total travel 
time of 11 minutes, winning by a nar-
row margin of just one minute.
By MICHAEL LYLYK
Even though there are many trans-portation options for Langara Col-lege students to get to school, cam-
pus parking lots indicate that driving 
is still popular.  
“Between transit, carpool, car share, 
cycling and walking, we have a pretty 
good mix of commuting options for stu-
dents to choose from,” said Raymond 
Yeung, Langara’s facilities services co-
ordinator.
Yeung hopes the popularity of car 
share programs such as car2go and 
Zipcar, will help decrease single occu-
pancy traffic to school parking lots. 
Public transit has become more pop-
ular than the school’s carpool and car 
share programs 
thanks to the im-
plementation of the 
U-Pass.
The U-Pass pro-
gram was approved 
in 2011 after a Lan-
gara Students’ 
Union referendum. 
Langara psy-
chology student 
Donna Dunn says 
it’s about finances 
more than any-
thing.  Parking and 
fuel fees are pro-
hibitive in addition 
to her internation-
al student fees.  For 
her, having a car is 
a luxury and she 
would rather uti-
lize her transit 
pass, which is included in her student 
fees.
Cycling is another option, but it los-
es popularity in the rainy season.
Alex Steel, a Langara computer sci-
ence student, said, “Whenever the 
weather is good enough,” he said.  “To-
day was actually the first time in a 
while.”
By ALEXANDER HOEGLER
If the proposed congestion improve-ment tax is approved, it will raise the Provincial Sales Tax by 0.5 per cent, 
costing an average household 35 cents 
a day, according to Mayor Gregor Rob-
ertson.
It doesn’t sound like much, but it 
adds up. Creative shoppers on Marine 
Drive and on Langara campus can buy 
a lot.
For example, in a week, 35 cents a 
day becomes $2.45, and you can buy:
- Five packages of powdered punch 
drink at Superstore
- 25 grams of mohair yarn in Killar-
ney from Craigslist
- One McDouble 
- One double-shot espresso at Lolli-
pop Moment 
- In a month, 35 cents a day adds up 
to $10.50, and a potential shopping 
spree on Langara campus: 
- One Pierre Belvedere pencil case at 
the Langara Bookstore
- 12 greeting cards
- One Alumni mug from the Langara 
Bookstore 
- One Nigiri Combo at the Langara 
Sushi Café 
If you save 35 cents every day for a 
year, it adds up to $127.75, and you can 
treat yourself to:  
- Vancouver Canucks against the To-
ronto Maple Leafs on Saturday, March 
14th in Section 328 
- One bottle of Barbaresco Vietti 
Masseria red wine 
- Two-night stay at the Quality Inn 
Vancouver Hotel at 725 SE Marine 
Drive 
 
The spare change jangling 
in your pocket could add 
up to some minor extrava-
gances
Transit tax may put the squeeze on pocket change  
JOCELYN ASPA photo
Anna Dimoff, Langara journalism student, prepares for the transit challenge at Knight Street 
and 49th Avenue. It’s a beautiful day to bike to school, so the ride should be puddle free.
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Few tweets for birdies 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
W-D-L 
2-0-15
Ranked: 8th
BADMINTON
Ranked: 1st
MEN’S BASKETBALL 
W-D-L 
14-0-3
Ranked: 2nd
Falcons’ Tally
By SARA RABEY
The Langara Falcons’ Twitter cover-age appears to be a little unbal-anced.
Until recently, the Falcons’ Twitter 
feed had only one tweet about the bad-
minton team since September. 
Jake McCallum, director of athletics 
and intramurals, runs the Falcon Twit-
ter account, with another staff member 
who occasionally helps. McCallum said 
that the number of tweets depends on 
how the different sports are set up and 
the number of tournaments they have.
McCallum said he limits his tweets 
to games hosted on campus. “We want 
the students to come and see the events 
going on,” he said.
According to McCallum, badminton 
scheduling is different compared to 
soccer and basketball and they have 
fewer tournaments.
“To be quite honest, I don’t tweet,” 
said Marc Petreman, the Langara bad-
minton team coach.
 “I work part time here and usually 
spread the word, by mouth,” 
The badminton team advertise for 
tryouts, but rely mostly on the athletic 
department and the Langara Voice to 
update students about what is going 
on.
“We basically, up until now, have 
been pretty well supported by our ath-
letics department throughout the 
years,” Petreman said.
Both badminton and soccer do not 
host games because the facilities are 
not set up for those sports to have tour-
naments. “They would love to host a 
tournament, but they lack the space,” 
McCallum said.
 Langara is able to host basketball 
and get webcasts from them. If 
McCallum is not physically there he 
can check in with the webcam, so it 
makes it easier to get the information 
and tweet it out.
There are no webcasts for soccer or 
badminton so it makes those sports dif-
ficult to tweet about and badminton 
only has a few tournaments per semes-
ter, McCallum said. 
Langara Falcons’ Twitter 
account does not highlight 
stellar badminton team
Falcons triumphant
Langara men’s basketball 
beats Douglas College, Feb. 13
By BRYAN MC GOVERN
The Langara Fal-cons men’s bas-ketball team de-
feated the Douglas College 
Royals Feb. 13 in a close-scoring 
60-58 point game.
Despite a lackluster offensive 
performance, the Langara play-
ers fought, scrapped and won the 
game.
Starter point guard Montell 
Lindgren said he knew Douglas 
was coming for a fight. 
“Lots of young guys, lot of talent. 
We expect Douglas to bring a hard 
game,” Lindgren said.
He had eight assists in the game 
and made the decisive three-point 
shot for the Falcon’s victory.
With 16 seconds left in the game, 
Douglas forward Andrew Baron failed a 
three-point attempt that would have won 
it for the Royals. Any attempt for an offen-
sive rebound was denied by the Falcons’ 
top scorer of the night Glenn Ruby.
“We weren’t focused tonight, we’re too 
easily rattled,” said Ruby who scored 16 
points.
Langara coach Paul Eberhardt called 
the match the “ugliest game in [his] 
three years at Langara” in a tweet after 
the game.
The Falcons fell into a serious offen-
sive slump during the third quarter, 
scoring only 10 points and losing the 
lead. They sank only four of 19 free 
throws in the whole game.
Having already lost to Langara 
twice in the season by big margins, 
Royals coach Denis Beausoleil said 
this was the “closest they had ever 
been” to Langara in a game. He ex-
pected a lot of physicality from the 
Falcons.
Langara went into the game 
following a trip to Vancouver Is-
land where they won against 
Camosun but lost against the 
Vancouver Island Mariners. 
Langara will play Capilano 
University on Feb. 20 and then 
visit Quest University Canada 
the day after. The Falcons are 
currently tied with Quest for 
second place in the Pacific 
Western Athletic Association.
Langara guard Max 
Neumann throws a 
free throw against 
Douglas College
BRYAN MC GOVERN
photo
1	 Grouse and Cypress 
Mountains are of-
fering trail running 
and hiking
2	 Ziplines are open on 
Grouse Mountain
3	 All three local hills 
have great views 
and lodges with hot 
chocolate
4	 Participate in 
Vancouver’s 
international wine 
festival at Grouse 
Mountain, Feb. 23
Source: Resort websites
NO-SNOW
mountain 
activities
JAMES SMITH photos
ABOVE: Cypress Mountain closed Feb. 10 due to lack of snow and too-warm temperatures. 
BELOW: Bad conditions halted ski season so no one is waits in the chair lift line at Cypress 
Warmer-than-average temperatures close down  
local ski hills and stifle Langara snow lovers
By JAMES SMITH 
D
ue to warmer than usual tem-
peratures, the Langara Snow 
Club might have to consider 
changing its name to the No-
Snow Club.
This January, the average tempera-
ture in Vancouver has been around 6 C, 
according to Environment Canada 
data, which is well above the 20-year 
daily average for the month. The un-
seasonable temperatures has meant 
zero snowfall for the local mountains, 
and a short, slushy season for ski and 
snowboard enthusiasts.
Zhunchuanzi Kou, head of the Lang-
ara Snow Club, said he usually enjoys 
“very soft, natural snow” on the local 
slopes once or twice a week. That 
hasn’t been the case this year.
“This season, Grouse Mountain and 
Cypress and Seymour are basically 
closed,” said Kou, who studies business 
at Langara College. “In the past, they 
might not have [had] enough powder 
[or] natural snow, but the temperature 
was low enough that they could make 
artificial snow.”
The warm weather has forced the lo-
cal hills to close early this season. On 
its Facebook page Mt Seymour Ski Re-
sort announced Feb. 9 that it was “on 
standby,” and will resume operations 
“as soon as snow fall amounts allow.” 
Cypress Mountain followed suit the 
next day, and Grouse Mountain the day 
after.
Though none of the local hills have 
officially declared an end to the 2014-15 
season, and have publically said that 
they will reopen by late February or 
early March, Kou remains skeptical.
“We hope there will be more snow, 
but based on what I saw and what I 
heard, I don’t think there will be,” Kou 
said. “It’s like early summer. It’s al-
ready start[ing] to warm.”
Balmy weather 
bad for Snow Club
